
ST. MARY’S UNIVERSITY COLLEGE 
 
 
POSTGRADUATE CERTIFICATE IN EDUCATION 2016-2017 
(Irish Medium Education) 
 
 
The PGCE is a one-year full-time course of professional training for university graduates leading to 
the award of the Postgraduate Certificate in Education of the Queen’s University, Belfast. 
 
This course is primary designated (5-11 age range) and is recognised by the Department of 
Education (NI) as an initial qualification to teach in all types of schools. 
 
 
COURSE STRUCTURE AND CONTENT  
 
The course will run from September 2016 until June 2017 – thirty-six weeks in all, eighteen of which 
will be spent in schools.  The College will arrange all school placements. They will be in both 
English medium and Irish medium schools. The course is structured in three modules, two of which 
are at M-level. 
 
The course will focus on all phases of Primary Education: Foundation Stage, Key Stage One and 
Key Stage Two. Students will follow a range of professional courses which will prepare them for the 
serial and extended periods of school experience. 
 
ASSESSMENT  
 
The Postgraduate Certificate is awarded on the basis of continuous assessment and students must 
satisfy the examiners in both college-based courses and in practical teaching.   
 
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 
 
Students follow a course offered by the Religious Studies Department leading to the award of the 
Certificate in the teaching of Religion.  The Religious Studies Department will provide details of the 
course. 
 
ADMISSION 
 

 Candidates must possess an Honours degree from a recognised university or equivalent.  (The 
Department of Education [NI] reserves the right to approve degrees awarded outside the British 
Isles and qualifications other than university degrees). 
 

 Candidates are also required to possess passes (Grade C or better at GCSE/O level) in English 
Language, Mathematics and Science (or an equivalent qualification) at the time of application. 
Please note that the Essential Skills qualification is not deemed equivalent to grade C.  

 

 For applicants from the Republic of Ireland, the equivalent qualification for English and 
Mathematics is Leaving Certificate Ordinary level grade D or above. For Science, the minimum 
requirement is Junior Certificate at Higher level, grade C or above. Alternatively Leaving 
Certificates at Ordinary level grade D or above in either Biology, Chemistry or Physics. The 
College does not accept Geography or Agricultural Science as part of the requirement. Proof of 
entrance qualifications and grades must be enclosed with the application form. 

 

 Candidates are required to complete the enclosed Equal Opportunities form and return with the 
application form. 

 

 A copy of the candidate’s birth certificate, and in the case of a married woman, her marriage 
certificate, must be enclosed. 

 

 Applicants must have a high level of competence in Irish, both written and oral. 



 Selection will be subject to satisfactory health and criminal record checks. Initial offers will be 
made using the following criteria 

 
1. degree – relevance and level   
2. qualifications - additional qualifications e.g. relevant diplomas, higher degrees etc. 
3. relevant experience 
4. performance at interview 
5. reports from referees. 

 
Not all candidates will be called for interview.  It should be noted that possession of the 
educational requirements does not guarantee admission to the course. 
 
The number of places available on the course is limited and is determined by the Department of 
Education in the light of the anticipated demand for teachers. 
 
REFERENCES 
 
Applicants are asked to supply the name and address details for two referees. It is important that 
referees are willing to be nominated and that they will be able to reply promptly to enquiries as 
consideration of the application may be seriously delayed. 
 
References will be requested using a standard proforma. Please note that applicants are not 
required to submit references with their application form. One reference should be from a University 
tutor/lecturer who is in a position to provide a confidential report on the candidate’s academic work.  
The other referee should preferably be from another responsible person (e.g. employer, priest or 
minister of religion).  A candidate with teaching experience should also give the name and address 
of the Principal of a school where the candidate has taught recently. 
 
HEALTH 
 
Candidates who are accepted for the course must satisfy the college authorities as to their health 
and physical capacity for teaching. 
 
FEES 
 
The fee for the 2015 academic year is £3805. Fees for 2016 have yet to be determined.   

 
The fees can be paid for through a fee loan from your Education and Library Board. In addition, UK 
candidates can also apply to the Education Library Board for maintenance grants. 
 
Candidates from the Republic of Ireland or other EU country can also apply for a tuition fee loan by 
contacting the EU Customer Services Team.  
 
Further contact details, application forms and guidelines are available from the website: 
www.studentfinanceni.co.uk 
 
APPLICATION FORMS 
 
Application forms can be obtained from the  
 
Academic Registry, St Mary’s University College, 191 Falls Road, Belfast BT12 6FE 
Telephone: 02890268320. 
 
Completed application forms must be returned to the Academic Registry Office not later than 
Friday 26th February 2016 at 5.00 p.m.  Forms received after this date will be deemed late and will 
not be considered. Applicants should allow for postal systems and check delivery times in order to 
ensure that the deadline is met. 

http://www.studentfinanceni.co.uk/

