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LITERACY, LANGUAGE AND LITERATURE 
 
 
1. Current research in development 
 
Hanratty, B. (2015), The Literature of the Troubles Project:  Implications for Local and 
Global Citizenship, Paper delivered at TEESNET Seventh Annual Conference, 10 July 2014, 
Liverpool Hope University – to be published as Conference Proceedings, January 
 
The paper presents a critical evaluation of The Literature of the Troubles Project which was 
aimed at using Literature in an educational context to help cement the process of 
reconciliation between Northern Ireland’s divided communities.  The aspiration of the 
project – which was funded by the Esmeé Fairbairn Foundation – was that, using a dialogical 
model of education, it would facilitate Key Stage 4 pupils to engage in verbal and written 
explorations of carefully selected Troubles Literature.  The paper offers some details of the 
Project’s organisation and methodology, while providing also a critical evaluation of the 
Project’s findings and outcomes.  Conflict resolution is the ideal at the heart of the project 
and both the introduction and conclusion highlight the ideal of conflict resolution as an 
important strand of both Global citizenship and Development Education.  The paper also 
highlights how the work of the Project has implications for curricular development, both in 
Northern Ireland’s schools and, hopefully, further afield 2015.   
 
Hanratty, B. (2015), Teaching Heaney’s Troubles Poetry to Key Stage 4 pupils in Northern 
Ireland’s Divided Schools, (The paper is currently being peer-reviewed, with a view to 
publication in IES, Spring 2015.   
 
This paper is focused on encouraging upper-secondary pupils to respond to the aesthetic 
richness in selected Troubles poems by Seamus Heaney but also, within a pedagogical 
context, on using these poems as a catalyst for change.  The five selected key poems are as 
follows:  ‘The Other Side’, ‘A Constable Calls’, ‘The Toome Road’, ‘The Strand at Lough Beg’ 
and ‘An Ulster Twilight.’  While the choice of poems is somewhat arbitrary, nonetheless, 
they represent an interesting variety of politico-cultural perspectives.  In addition, then to 
providing a literary-critical analysis of the five poems, the paper focuses on the 
opportunities which the poems offer for pupils to critically interrogate the identities and 
allegiances of their respective communities.  Given the continuing sectarianism just below 
the surface of life in Northern Ireland, these opportunities and questions are anything but 
merely academic. 
 
Hanratty, B. (2015), Imaging Education: Representations of Teachers and Teaching in 20th 
Century Irish Literature.   
 
In terms of the representation of teaching and education in twentieth century Irish 
Literature, a broad spectrum of models and perspectives can be found.  In exploring that 
spectrum, this paper ranges widely but also, in some instances homes in on specific texts in 
some detail.  While the paper is not directly pedagogical, it has significant implications for 
pedagogical methodology.  Seamus Heaney, in his article ‘Among Schoolchildren’ (John 
Malone Memorial Lecture, 1983) provides an emblematic paradigm of what education, at its 
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best, can provide.  Using Heaney’s formulation as a stepping stone, the paper reflects, 
initially, on some very positive and enriching representations, not least, for example, the 
autobiographical portrait of the Master in Bryan Mac Mahon’s work of that title.  A more 
problematic but still inspiring portrait is that of the alcoholic but warm-hearted 
schoolmaster in Michael Mac Laverty’s ‘The Poteen Maker’ .  Predictably, of course, given 
the authoritarian and priest-ridden structure of education in much of 20th Century Ireland, 
many darker models, including the Joycean one, will also be evaluated.  Central, too, is the 
paper’s focus on form as well as theme, not least the fusion of adult retrospective and the 
child’s view of his/ her experience.   
 
2. Recent publications 
 
Hanratty, B. (2013) A critical evaluation of the literature of the Troubles project: philosophy, 
methodology, findings/outcomes. Research Papers in Education, 28 (5), pp 519-538. 
 
Martin, Matthew (to be published 2015) Flipping the classroom: on the road to 
independent, critical reading in first year English. Case study for the Higher Education 
Academy (HEA). 
 
3. Recent conference presentations 
 
Gilliland, C. (2013) Developing active approaches to comprehension through storytelling at 
key stage 2. ‘Tell Me A Story, Show Me The World Conference’, Zurich University of Teacher 
Education, Switzerland, September 2013. 
 
Hanratty, B. (2014) The literature of the Troubles project: implications for local and global 
citizenship. ‘Teacher Education for Equity and Sustainability Network 7th Annual 
Conference’, Liverpool Hope University, England, July 2014.  
 
Hanratty, B. (2013) The literature of the Troubles project. ‘Reading Association of Ireland 
Conference’, Marino College, Dublin, Ireland, September 2013. 
 
Magennis, G. and Fitzpatrick (McKernan), G. (2013) Reading for pleasure: primary pupils’ 
perspectives. ‘Reading Association of Ireland Conference’, Marino College, Dublin, Ireland, 
September 2013. 
 
4. Other research activity 
 

Hanratty, B. (2014) Seamus Heaney, Man and Poet: Into the Marvellous. Public lecture at 
the University of Huelva, Spain, April 2014. 
 
Martin, Matthew (2014) Shakespeare, Ambiguity and the High School Essay: An English 
Teacher’s Guide to Improving Students’ Critical Writing. Book proposal draft submitted to 
Routledge. 
 
 


