
Entrance requirements for matriculation

Normal general requirements are:

Two passes at GCE ‘A’ level (or equivalent) and grades A, B or C
in three other subjects at GCSE or equivalent (including English). 

Important information for applicants

Application procedures

All applications for entry to courses offered by St. Mary’s
University College must be made directly to the College. The
College is not a member of the Universities and Colleges
Admissions Service (UCAS). 

ADMISSION TO ST. MARY’S

Course Title Study Deadline

Initial Teacher Education

Undergraduate
BEd (Hons) Primary Full-time Monday 11th January 2010
BEd (Hons) Secondary Full-time Monday 11th January 2010

Postgraduate
PGCE (Irish-Medium Education) Full-time Friday 26th February 2010

Other Degrees

Undergraduate
BA (Hons) Liberal Arts Full-time Monday 11th January 2010

Postgraduate
M-Level (Masters) Programme Part-time Friday 30th July 2010

A list of courses offered by St. Mary’s University College is supplied below:

To apply, please go online to www.smucb.ac.uk/admissions or contact the
Admissions Office, St. Mary’s University College, 
191 Falls Road, Belfast BT12 6FE. 
Tel: 028 9026 8320  Email: admis@smucb.ac.uk  

St. Mary’s University College’s Prospectus is available to view and
download from our website: www.smucb.ac.uk 

St. Mary’s University College,
191 Falls Road, Belfast, BT12 6FE  Tel: 028 9032 7678  www.smucb.ac.uk
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Indicative Entrance Requirements for 
BEd (Hons) Primary
The requirements set out below should be used as a guide only and may be amended from year to year. 
They do not constitute an offer. Questions regarding entry qualifications not listed below should be directed to the Admissions
Office. Interview performance and GCSE profile will be taken into account in considering applications. 

Indicative Entrance Requirements for 
BEd (Hons) Secondary
The requirements set out below should be used as a guide only and may be amended from year to year.  They do not constitute
an offer. Questions regarding entry qualifications not listed below should be directed to the Admissions Office. Interview
performance and GCSE profile will be taken into account in considering applications.

Additional information for BEd (Hons) applicants.

1. All applicants for Primary courses of Initial Teacher Education must have GCSE grade C (or equivalent) in English, Mathematics 
and a Science subject (applicants born before 1st September 1981 are no longer exempt from the Science requirement).

2. All applicants for Secondary courses of Initial Teacher Education must have GCSE grade C (or equivalent) in English and 
Mathematics.

3. All applicants for Music should have a grade 6 standard (or equivalent) in instrumental or vocal study.
4. Applicants to PE and Music may be required to undertake a practical assessment.
5. The GCE ‘A’ level/ VCE subjects listed are required as part of the selection process. Advice on examinations deemed to be 

equivalent may be obtained by contacting the Admissions Office. Applicants should do this prior to submitting an application. 
6. For applicants applying from the Republic of Ireland, Leaving Certificate English and Mathematics grade D (Ordinary) are minimum

requirements for both Primary and Secondary courses of Initial Teacher Education. In addition, applicants for Primary courses of 
Initial Teacher Education must have achieved Junior Certificate Science grade C (higher level).

7. Applicants from the Republic of Ireland must have or be undertaking 6 Irish Leaving Cert. subjects at Higher Level in order to be 
considered for the BEd Primary or Secondary courses.

Indicative Entrance Requirements for 
the BA (Hons) Liberal Arts
The requirements set out below should be used as a guide only and may be amended from year to year. They do not constitute
an offer. Questions regarding entry qualifications not listed below should be directed to the Admissions Office. 

Course GCSE GCE ‘A’ level / VCE Subjects GCE/VCE Access Course Irish Leaving
ILC Subjects Subjects Requirements Cert. (Higher)
Required

ART & DESIGN

Code: Minimum C in B in Art Art& Design BBB Diploma in BBBBBB
BEd/P/A&D English, Maths 12 unit award Foundation 

and Science Studies

ENGLISH

Code: Minimum C in B in English Not available ABB 75% average AABBBB
BEd/P/Eng English, Maths Literature specialising in 

and Science English modules

GEOGRAPHY

Code: Minimum C in B in Geography Not available ABB 75% average AABBBB
BEd/P/Geo English, Maths specialising in

and Science Geography 
modules

HISTORY

Code: Minimum C in B in History Not available ABB 75% average AABBBB
BEd/P/His English, Maths specialising in

and Science History modules

IRISH

Code: Minimum C in B in Irish Not available ABB Not available AABBBB
BEd/P/Ir English, Maths

and Science

MATHEMATICS

Code: Minimum C in B in Mathematics Not available BBB Not available BBBBBB
BEd/P/Mat English, Maths

and Science

MUSIC

Code: Minimum C in B in Music Not available BBB Certificate in BBBBBB
BEd/P/Mus English, Maths Foundation

and Science Studies in Music
with Commendation

PHYSICAL EDUCATION

Code: Minimum C in No specific subject Not available ABB 75% average AABBBB
BEd/P/PE English, Maths

and Science

RELIGIOUS STUDIES 

Code: Minimum C in B in Religious Not available AAB Not available AABBBB 
BEd/P/RS English, Maths Studies 

and Science

SCIENCE

Code: Minimum C in B in Biology Science 12    BBB 75% average BBBBBB
BEd/P/Sci English and unit award + 1  specialising in 

Maths plus GCE in another Science 
BB Double primary curriculum including Biology
Award Science subject 

BEd (Hons)Primary BA (Hons) Liberal Arts

Course Subsidiary  GCSE GCE ‘A’ Level /ILC VCE GCE/ Access Course Irish Leaving
Subject Subjects Required Subjects VCE Requirements Cert.(Higher)
Options

BUSINESS STUDIES

Code: English Minimum B in either Business Business BBC 70% average BBBBCC
BEd/S/Bus Geography C in Studies/Accounting/ Double or specialising 

History in English Economics Single Award Business 
ICT and Maths modules
Science

MATHEMATICS & SCIENCE

Code: Mathematics Minimum B in Mathematics plus Not available BBC Not available BBBBCC
BEd/S/Mat /Science C in English a Science subject at 

and Maths AS level grade C or
plus BB above 
Double
Award
Science

RELIGIOUS STUDIES 

Code: English Minimum B in Religious Not available ABB Not available AABBBB
BEd/S/RS Geography C in English Studies 

History and Maths
ICT
Science

TECHNOLOGY & DESIGN

Code: ICT Minimum C in T&D or C in Art/ Engineering/ CCC Not available CCCCCC
BEd/S/TD C in English Computing/Physics Manufacture 

and Maths with GCSE Technology Double Award
and Design or Single Award

and an ‘A’ level 
in another secondary 
curriculum subject

BEd (Hons)Secondary
Course GCSE GCE ‘A’ VCE Alternative GCE ‘A’ Access Course Irish Leaving  

Level/ILC Subjects GCE ‘A’ Level Level Requirements Cert.
Subjects Subjects Grades/ (Higher)
Required Tariff 

Points

BUSINESS STUDIES

Code: Minimum C C in either Business ICT CCD 60% average CCCCC
BA/Bus in English Business Double or Computer Studies 220 specialising in 

and Maths Studies/ Single Media Studies Business
Accounting/ Award Sociology modules 
Economics Psychology

Mathematics

ENGLISH

Code: Minimum C C in English Not available CCD 60% average CCCCC
BA/Eng in English Literature 220 specialising in

and Maths English
modules

GEOGRAPHY

Code: Minimum C C in Not available Environmental CCD 60% average CCCCC
BA/Geo in English Geography Studies, 220 specialising in

and Maths European Geography 
Studies, modules or 
Politics, equivalent
Sociology,
Economics,
Leisure & 
Tourism, 
Biology.

HISTORY
Code: Minimum C No specific Not available CCD 60% average CCCCC 
BA/His in English subject 220 specialising in 

and Maths History 
modules or
equivalent

IRISH

Code: Minimum C C in Irish Not available CCD Not available CCCCC 
BA/Iri in English 220 

and Maths

PHYSICAL EDUCATION

Code: Minimum C No specific Not available CCD 60% average CCCCC
BA/PE in English subject 220 

and Maths

RELIGIOUS STUDIES

Code: Minimum C C in Not available CCD Not available CCCCC
BA/RS in English Religious 220

and Maths Studies 

1. There is no interview for the courses listed
above. However, a practical assessment may be
required for Physical Education.

2. The GCE ‘A’ level/ VCE subjects listed are
required as part of the selection process.
Advice on examinations deemed to be 
equivalent may be obtained by contacting the
Admissions Office. Applicants should do this
prior to submitting an application. 

3. For applicants applying from the Republic of
Ireland, Leaving Certificate English and
Mathematics grade D (Ordinary) are minimum
requirements.

Additional information for BA (Hons) Liberal Arts applicants:
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